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As Amanda Click (2012) has pointed out, international and second-language students have a large problem with the concept of plagiarism (p. 44). I deeply know that, and I am facing to the same problem now. Therefore, I am writing to tell what the real concept of plagiarism is, and, for us international students, how to avoid plagiarism in graduate school when studying in Europe and North-America.
Well, at the beginning, there are several concepts of some academic terms we need to know. First, the US English Dictionary defines the term of “intellectual property” as “a work or invention that is the result of creativity”( n. d.). Moreover, “academic integrity” means the moral rule or academic ethical policy ( Wikipedia, n. d.). In other words, both “intellectual property” and “academic integrity” are very important in the Western academic environment, which is totally different in many countries, such as China. However, in the meantime, international students have to be much more aware of “plagiarism” than they were before, because they never realize how serious if they are involved into the issue of plagiarism in Western countries, especially in the United States. In the U.S., scholars have a very strong sense that all writers own their own ideas and words, which is called “copyright”. If you use the ideas or words of someone else without realizing that they are not created by you (Craig Zimitat, 2012, P. 8), you will have to suffer the harsh consequences. This is also what “Honor Code” is working for in George Mason University. 
For example, when I just arrived here, I didn’t know anything about academic honesty, and even I didn’t know I cannot break it. For Chinese students, when they submit homework to advisors, what they only need to do is to show advisors they have really taken time to finish the homework, even though they have copied the information from webpages. It’s legal to do so. I was used under this academic system. Therefore, I made a really stupid mistake once before in the course PROV without acknowledging I have really made. Not anyone is as lucky as I was. The professor gave me a second chance to resubmit that homework. As an international student, you need and have to know that you will get a low grade, or even fail the course, if you cheat on your homework.
Although different professors in different fields have their own different rules to judge plagiarism (Craig Zimitat, 2012, P. 5), generally speaking, formal plagiarism arises in several different forms. According to the book, The Transition to College Writing (Keith Hjortshoj, 2009, P. 184-185), these forms are as follows:

· Some writer verbatim uses published material, without citation or quotation marks. (In this case, it also includes quantitative data and graphs)
· Paraphrase of other work without acknowledgement.

· Turn in someone else’s work.

· Ask someone else to write a paper for you and submit it as your own.

· Hand in the copies of a special paper.

· Submit the paper you wrote before for another purpose.
Based on the three sources I found, I have also drawn five rules to avoid plagiarism:

· Use the original words under quotations and cite the source.

· Cite the source when using uncommon knowledge.

· If you didn’t create the idea, cite its source.

· If necessary, cite all the possible sources, in order to enhance readers’ sense of your honesty.
· Don’t restate any other research papers, unless the teacher allows you to do so.
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